Vol 10 /Issue 41 /September 2026 Journal of social sciences

Democratic Arabic Center For Strategic, Political &
ISSN 2568-6739 p328-351 Economic Studies, Germany-Berlin

Rural Women in Tunisia and the Sociology of the Margin: The Dialectic of Reality and
Legislation
Safa Hachani”
University of Tunis Faculty of Human and Social Sciences of Tunis, ""TransLab"
Research Laboratory Tunis- Tunisia
Hachani.safa@gmail.com

https://orcid.org/0009-0009-0809-5730

https://doi.org/10.63939/JSS.2026-V0l10.N41.328-351
Received: 24/08/2026, Accepted: 27/09/2026, Published: 30/09/2026

Abstract: This critical sociological paper is grounded in a problem statement
centered on social transformation and its dialectical relationship with legislative
frameworks governing women’s rights in Tunisia. It unpacks the disparities
separating progressive legal systems from the socio-economic lived realities
within marginalized rural peripheries. The study adopts a composite analytical
framework that intersects an archaeological inquiry into the trajectory of Tunisian
legislative texts—starting with the Code of Personal Status (1956), through the
1993 amendments, the 2014 and 2022 Constitutions, and Organic Law No. 58 of
2017—with empirical fieldwork examining women’s conditions in the delegation
of "Sejnane™ as an applied field. Methodologically, the paper deploys an
"intersectional approach” as an epistemological tool to deconstruct the organic
entanglement among variables of gender, economic class, and spatial
vulnerability. The findings reveal that the persistence of modernist state
legislation has remained incapable of dismantling the patriarchal order in the
periphery. Within rural contexts, the law is reduced to mere “paper rights"
undermined by mechanisms of symbolic violence, an inequitable gendered
division of labor, and customary norms that supplant formal institutional
protection. This strips the principles of parity and equality of their emancipatory
core, ultimately reproducing a state of "diminished citizenship" that perpetuates
dependency and marginalization. Furthermore, the study demonstrates that
structural vulnerability in Sejnane—manifested in extreme poverty (39.9%), high
illiteracy rates (51.4% among women), and rampant unemployment (37.74%
among female degree holders)—does not merely represent numerical indicators,
but rather forms a socio-cultural fabric that actively reproduces gender
hierarchies.
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