Vol 09 / Issue 37/ September 2025 Journal of social sciences
ISSN 2568-6739 038-60 Democratic Araplc Ceqter For Strategic, Ffolmcal &
Economic Studies, Germany-Berlin

Power and the politics of language
Selma Sonntag(author)
Professor of Government and Politics at Humboldt State University (California)
SAOUDANE Mohamed (translator)”
Didactics, Languages, Media and Dramaturgy Laboratory-Faculty of Languages,
Literatures and Arts- Ibn Tofail University
mohamed.saoudane@uit.ac.ma

https://orcid.org/0009-0000-3779-2812

Received: 23/05/2025, Accepted: 22/09/2025, Published: 30/09/2025

Abstract: This contribution examines the impact of power and politics on
language planning and policy, with a particular focus on how language policy
is shaped within governmental processes—especially during the agenda-setting
stage. The approach aims to offer a comprehensive perspective on how power
and language politics are conceptualized within the broader field of language
planning and policy. This is followed by an analysis of selected applications
related to agenda-setting in language policy processes. The paper concludes by
addressing the challenges and constraints associated with applying notions of
power and language politics to the agenda-setting phase in policymaking, along
with offering recommendations for further reading.
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